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Preface 

Where I’ve Been and Where I Intend to Go. 

Unfair Stop Sign Tickets? 

 
My son successfully used the Pennsylvania Stop Sign Ticket Defense to fight his “unfair” stop 

sign ticket - proof positive that an “unfair” ticket can be successfully challenged. 

Did you notice that I put quotes around the word “unfair” in that opening sentence?  My guess 

is that you might be wondering at this point something like the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let me begin my response to this comment with a list of typical complaints you might hear from 

just such an unlucky (i.e. pissed-off) motorist who received an “unfair” ticket: 

 Stop sign tickets are arbitrary.  Thousands of people go through stop signs every day 
without making a complete stop, but you were one of the ones to get caught.  Lucky 
you! 

 You did come to a complete stop, but the judge won’t believe you no matter what you 
say – it’s the officer’s word against yours.  That sucks – but such is life. 

 Or let’s say you actually did “roll through” the stop sign, but there was no one else on 
the road.  Because you didn’t endanger anyone, what is the big deal?  Let me answer 
that for you - there is none. 

 Off-duty police officers go through stop signs also, but all they have to do is show their 
ID and fellow officers will let them slide.  Yeah, that sounds fair. 

 On-duty police officers also fail to obey traffic laws when they are in a hurry.  I have 
seen them go through red lights, fail to signal when turning, roll through stop signs, 
etc.   Who is going to issue a ticket in this instance?  Rhetorical question, of course. 

 Friends of police officers get PBA cards which allow them a free pass on tickets.  

“What the heck is an “unfair” stop sign ticket?  A ticket is a ticket.  You either 

went through that stop sign without stopping or you didn’t – case closed, 

judgement rendered.  It can’t possibly be considered a legal term, right?  I 

mean, you can’t actually show up in court and tell the judge that you don’t 

deserve a ticket because it was unfair, right?  Are you just using the word 

“unfair” to describe how an unlucky motorist suffering from a case of the sour 

grapes feels?” 

 

http://stop-sign-ticket.com/the-pa-stop-sign-ticket-defense.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHJZ2POFQBo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjBRs04ePk0
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 The police are not issuing citations out of a sense of safety.  Let’s get real, tickets are 
used as “revenue” generators for the local government.  I put the word “revenue” in 
quotes, because I find it strange that the government calls money obtained by force 
“revenue.”  Businesses, on the other hand, convince you to purchase products 
voluntarily, so I can understand why they use the word “revenue.” 

 Tickets are nothing more than a tax imposed on those in society who are least able to 
afford it.  Do you think the top 1% care about a measly (to them, at least) $150 stop sign 
ticket or points?  Of course not.  First of all, they can afford to pay a lawyer if they 
choose to do so, and secondly, its pocket change for them anyway. 

 It’s all a big game to the local prosecutor or police officer – and the local court is a party 
to it all.  What kind of game?  Have you ever watched Let’s Make a Deal?  Well, that is 
what 99% of the individuals who show up at court eventually do.  After pleading not 
guilty to the citation, they don’t show up in court to try to prove their 
innocence.  Instead they “make a deal” with the prosecutor or police officer, and end up 
paying more money in fines, but get the points taken away.  

If you think like I do, you will probably agree that this list of complaints pretty well summarizes 

the reasons why an individual who receives a traffic ticket might believe that it was issued 

“unfairly.”   

But let me anticipate your possible follow-up comments/questions: 

 

 

 

 

 

In the words of the famous Kung Foo Master - patience, young grasshopper … 

 

Unfair = Unenforceable 

 
Unfair (adjective) 

1) Not conforming to approved standards… 

2) Disproportionate, beyond what is fitting or proper. 

When I use the term “unfair,” I am not merely expressing an opinion about whether the stop 

sign ticket was “fitting or proper” as per definition #2, above.  Although I do have a very strong 

OK, great.  We all know that tickets are “unfair” for the reasons listed, but what 

good does that do you?  You can rail against the system all that you want, it 

doesn’t really matter.  You will still end up with that ticket.  If you don’t suck it up 

and pay it, the consequences will only get worse for you.  What the f*** is your 

point? 

 

http://beahealthygeek.com/patience-young-grasshopper/
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/unfair
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opinion on the “properness” of cops issuing these tickets (especially for merely rolling through 

a sign), I also fully understand this will get me absolutely no where in a court of law.  The judge 

doesn’t care what I think about the ticket.   

Quite honestly, the entire list of complaints from the previous section of this document aren’t 

worth sh*t when it comes to defending yourself in court.  We can all get together and bitch and 

moan about how cops are d*cks and about how traffic tickets are a scam, but that will not get 

our charges dismissed.  It may help us all blow off a bit of steam, but if we have nothing else to 

go on, we will just end up like all of the other citizen-sheep out there who meekly hand over 

their hard-earned money to the state. 

 

When I use the term “unfair” to describe stop signs, I am referring to the meaning of the word 

indicated in definition #1.  I am literally talking about stop signs that are legally unenforceable, 

because they are “not conforming to approved standards.” 

The only reasonable chance you have of beating a stop sign ticket charge is to prove that it is 

either non-conforming or not properly approved. 

 

KISS and the ONE, TWO, THREE Defense 

 
I started preparing this basic defense way back in October 2018.  What you will find here is my 

original idea for fighting my son’s unfair stop sign ticket in Pennsylvania.  Essentially, all my son 

had to prove was that the stop sign that he allegedly violated was not legal.  Because it wasn’t 

legal (it had not been properly authorized by the local authorities), it wasn’t enforceable. 
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As you will read about shortly, I call this my Keep It Simple Stupid (KISS) ONE, TWO, THREE 

approach to beating a stop sign charge.  But, as I explain in my full Pennsylvania Stop Sign Ticket 

Defense, after I formulated this initial defense against an unfair stop sign ticket, I didn’t just 

leave it at that.  I continued to research the topic, and my strategy evolved and expanded.  I 

discovered many other ways to defend against these “unfair” stop sign tickets. 

So, if you find that your particular stop sign was authorized properly (so it isn’t covered by ONE, 

TWO, THREE), all is not lost.  There are several other possible defenses available.  I explain 

every single possible way to fight a ticket in the full Pennsylvania Stop Sign Ticket Defense. 

 

Next Project – Speeding Tickets 

 
Now that I have “cracked the code” governing stop sign tickets, I intend to spend the next 

several months preparing a similar set of defenses against speeding tickets in Pennsylvania.  

Considering how long it took me to prepare the Pennsylvania Stop Sign Ticket Defense, I am 

fairly certain that this speeding ticket research is going to consume hundreds of hours of my 

time. 

Will it be worth the effort? 

There is no doubt that I have gotten a lot of personal satisfaction out of discovering a way to 

beat stop signs.  I fully expect to feel the same way when I find a similar method to beat 

speeding tickets.  In this sense, then, it is definitely worth the effort.  But I am also genuinely 

curious to see if others are as passionate as I am when it comes to challenging the system.  I am 

hoping that enough of my readers will find this research so helpful, that they will support my 

work and purchase the full Pennsylvania Stop Sign Ticket Defense.  This will provide me with a 

strong incentive to take my crusade against unfair traffic tickets to an even higher level. 

What exactly do I mean by a “higher level?” 

Eventually I want to produce documents like this for all 50 states.  It will be a monumental 

project, for sure, but one that I am dedicated to carrying out.  I will probably start with the 

larger states like California, Texas, New York, New Jersey and Florida, and then move on from 

there. 

 

  

http://stop-sign-ticket.com/the-pa-stop-sign-ticket-defense.html
http://stop-sign-ticket.com/the-pa-stop-sign-ticket-defense.html
http://stop-sign-ticket.com/the-pa-stop-sign-ticket-defense.html
http://stop-sign-ticket.com/the-pa-stop-sign-ticket-defense.html
http://stop-sign-ticket.com/the-pa-stop-sign-ticket-defense.html
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Section One 

My Basic Defense – the ONE, TWO, THREE Strategy. 

Original Plan Outline – KISS 

 
As indicated earlier, my original plan was to Keep It Simple Stupid (the old KISS approach).  All I 

needed to do was to reference ONE open public records request, TWO laws, and THREE court 

cases to prove that the stop sign which my son allegedly failed to stop at was not properly 

authorized as required by law, and so could not be enforced. 

 

KISS 

- One open public records request. 

- Two references to important laws. 

- Three quotes from court cases. 
 

 
ONE Open Public Records Request 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I needed to get some information from the town where the stop sign was located before I could 
figure out if I even had a case.  I got it through an open public records request.   

What kind of information? 

I needed to find out if the stop sign that my son allegedly failed to stop at was authorized by an 
official ordinance, commission or public official.  As you will see below, this is what the law 
requires. 

If you find yourself in a similar situation, you will also need to send an open public records 

request to the municipality or town that issued the stop sign citation.  If you are not sure who 
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to send your open public records request to, you can find a list of all Pennsylvania Open Record 

Officers at OOR. 

Here is the exact language I used in my request to Hawley Borough:  

 
 
And this is the response I received from Hawley Borough: 

 

Yes, you read that correctly:  

“Hawley Borough does not pass ordinances to authorize stop signs.” 

This case is starting to look like a “slam dunk.” 

 

https://www.openrecords.pa.gov/RTKL/AOROSearch.cfm
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Even better, Hawley Borough doesn’t have a Commission authorized to handle stop signs.  As 
you will see below when you read the laws in the next section, this means they are not 
enforceable. 

So … case closed, I win? 

Not so fast … 

The response to my open public record request came in the form of an email.  Not content with 
this seemingly unofficial response, I then appealed to the Pennsylvania Office of Open Public 
Records in order to obtain something that would be more acceptable in court.  

 

 

 

 

I didn’t want the judge to tell me that she couldn’t accept an email because it was unverifiable. 

Eventually, Hawley Borough responded to my appeal and provided the following affidavit: 

 

 
 
So, now slam dunk? 
 

 

https://www.openrecords.pa.gov/Appeals/HowToFile.cfm
https://www.openrecords.pa.gov/Appeals/HowToFile.cfm
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Again, not so fast … 
 
As I found out later, this affidavit is also not acceptable as evidence in court.  The Pennsylvania 
Rules of Evidence (specifically Rule 902) contain certain requirements for documents to be 
considered “self-authenticating.”  A document has to be signed by another individual from the 
Borough Council and it also must contain a raised seal (see the format below). 
 

 
 

I was eventually able to get this certification for my son’s appeal to the Court of Common Pleas, 
but I didn’t have it in time for the Magisterial Court appearance.  Incidentally (but importantly), 
if you don’t get a certified document, you will have to subpoena the open public records officer 
so that she can appear in court and attest to the authenticity of her affidavit. 

 
TWO References to Important Laws 

 
How do I know that a stop sign has to be authorized by ordinance to make it legal and 
enforceable?  Because there are two laws which say so: 
 
Law #1: Pennsylvania Title 75 Section 6109 – Specific powers of department and local 
authorities. 
 
Title 75 Section 6109(b) – Action by local authorities 

-  “Action taken by authorities under this section shall be … by ordinance … or commission 
or public official …” 

https://www.pacode.com/secure/data/225/chapter9/s902.html
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=75&div=0&chpt=61&sctn=9&subsctn=0
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Section 6109 lists a whole bunch of “actions” that authorities can take, one of which is to install 

stop signs to regulate traffic.  The catch here is that they can only take this action by passing an 

ordinance – it is a requirement.  The word “shall” is music to the ears of a citizen trying to 

contest a traffic citation, because it means that if a municipality doesn’t follow the law, the 

judge must hold it to account.  He doesn’t have any leeway here - there is no room for 

interpretation.   

Law #2: Pennsylvania Title 75, Section 3111 – Obedience to traffic-control devices. 

Title 75 Section 3111(a) – General rule 

- “… the driver of any vehicle shall obey the instructions of any applicable official traffic-

control device placed or held in accordance with the provisions of this title …” 

 

When you consider Section 3111 in light of Section 6109, you realize that a stop sign which has 

been installed without an ordinance has not been “placed or held in accordance with the 

provisions of” Title 75. 

 

The only thing a judge could possibly say at this point its that no ordinance was required, 

because the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) installed the stop sign.  She 

would be correct in saying this, because PennDOT doesn’t need an ordinance.  You can read the 

details about this in my full Pennsylvania Stop Sign Ticket Defense.  But all that this means is 

that you have to send an open public records request to the Pennsylvania Department of 

Transportation to see if it installed the sign. 

 
THREE Quotes from Court Cases 

 
While the ONE open public records request and the TWO laws are fairly strong pieces of 
evidence to fight a stop sign ticket, there is a possibility that the judge will still find you guilty, 
because she will claim that you have simply interpreted the law incorrectly.  After all, you are 
not an attorney, right?  In the mind of the judge, you are just some lowly citizen who thinks he 
knows it all.   

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/CT/HTM/75/00.031.011.000..HTM
http://stop-sign-ticket.com/the-pa-stop-sign-ticket-defense.html
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As she presides over the court room from her perch behind that stately wooden desk, she will 

open up her Pennsylvania Statue Reference Manual each and every time you quote the titles, 

chapters and sections which I have provided.  She may very well pronounce you in error, that 

you have improperly interpreted the law.  After all, this judge went to law school, passed the 

bar, and has been deciding traffic cases for years.   

Who are you to tell her what is right and wrong? 

This is precisely why you need more than ONE open public records request and TWO references 

to important laws. 

So I found THREE court decisions to back up my interpretation of the law.  Judges don’t want to 

look stupid saying something when another judge has previously said the opposite.  This is why 

judges usually follow precedent – they rule based on what other judges have already decided.  

If they don’t, they will be embarrassed later on when their decisions are overturned. 

Well, here are the THREE court decisions: 

- QUOTE #1: Commonwealth v. Leta, 39 Pa. D. & C. 3d 331 - Pa: Court of Common 

Pleas 1984  “First, it is clear that if local officials exercise any of the specific powers 

enumerated in section 6109(a), they must pass an ordinance. Section 6109(b) is not 

ambiguous in this regard.” 

- QUOTE #2: Commonwealth v. Heenan, No. 1595-1981, Common Pleas Court of 

Schuylkill County.  “It is clear, therefore, that a traffic-control device is an instrument 

approved and erected … Absence of such approval and placement renders the 

Commonwealth unable to enforce those sections of the code mandating the posting 

of such devices.” 

- QUOTE #3: Commonwealth v. Barud, No. CC9402512, Common Pleas Court of 

Allegheny County  “There was no evidence presented at the hearing to indicate that 

Allegheny County had not complied with all of the provisions of Pennsylvania Motor 

Vehicle Code in erecting the subject stop sign.  Thus, due to the fact that there is no 

evidence the subject stop sign was illegally and unlawfully erected the summary 

offense is not required to be dismissed.” 

This last case, Commonwealth v. Barud, implies that if you can prove that a stop sign was 

“illegally and unlawfully erected,” the charges would be “required to be dismissed.” 

There are many more court cases and statutes which support the need for an ordinance.  You 

can get all of the details in my full Pennsylvania Stop Sign Ticket Defense. 

https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=2215479992221320644&q=%22traffic+control+device%22+ordinance&hl=en&as_sdt=4,39
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=2215479992221320644&q=%22traffic+control+device%22+ordinance&hl=en&as_sdt=4,39
https://www.leagle.com/decision/198241822padampc3d3961351
https://www.leagle.com/decision/198241822padampc3d3961351
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=13708874671977356715&q=commonwealth+v.+barud&hl=en&as_sdt=4,39
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=13708874671977356715&q=commonwealth+v.+barud&hl=en&as_sdt=4,39
http://stop-sign-ticket.com/the-pa-stop-sign-ticket-defense.html
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Section Two 

Details About the Alleged Violation 

Original Summons 

Here is the summons which the police officer issued to my son.  Notice that she says in Box 25 

that he “did fail to stop at a properly posted stop sign.”  Using the Pennsylvania Stop Sign Ticket 

Defense, my son showed that the stop sign was definitely not “properly posted.” 

 

http://stop-sign-ticket.com/the-pa-stop-sign-ticket-defense.html
http://stop-sign-ticket.com/the-pa-stop-sign-ticket-defense.html


Alt + Left Arrow: Back to a previous place - Alt + Right Arrow: Return to where you just were in document.            Return to TOC 
 

14 
 

Pictures of the Intersection 
To help you visualize the location of the alleged stop sign violation, I have included some 

pictures.  The first two are from Google Maps, while the others are actual photographs of the 

intersection at Wellwood Avenue and Church Street in Hawley, PA. 

 

 

 

This is a Google Satellite Map which shows the direction my son was traveling.  You can’t see 

the stop sign in this picture, but I have marked it with a circle and an X to show where it was 

located. 
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This is an actual picture of that intersection which I found in a local newspaper called The News 

Eagle in October 2018.  The scene in this photograph represents the condition of the 

intersection at the time of the alleged offense. 

 

Here is a picture of the intersection that I took in November, 2018.  Note that the stop sign has 

been moved from its original location.  I discuss the relevance of this fact in my full 

Pennsylvania Stop Sign Ticket Defense.  A stop sign must be as close as practical to the 

intersection it regulates.  Because the stop sign has been moved closer, it obviously wasn’t as 

close as practical at the time of the alleged offense.   

 

http://www.neagle.com/news/20181001/local-history-jonathan-brink-opened-hawleys-first-store
http://www.neagle.com/news/20181001/local-history-jonathan-brink-opened-hawleys-first-store
http://stop-sign-ticket.com/the-pa-stop-sign-ticket-defense.html
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Final Court Date Set (After Rescheduling it Twice) 
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Section Three 

From Pre-Trial “Shenanigans” to Eventual Victory. 

Word Gets Around? 

 
After numerous requests directed to the Hawley Borough open public records officer, as well as 

an appeal related to one of those inquiries, my investigation apparently became the “talk of the 

town.”   

Why do I say this? 

Because one of the individuals working for the Hawley Borough Council approached someone 

very close to me and made a derogatory comment about what I was doing.  She wanted to 

know why I was causing “problems” within the Borough. 

I might get a slight bit conspiratorial in what follows, but just bear with me.  I promise that my 

explanation won’t be too complicated or far-fetched. 

The Borough Office (which I contacted for my open public records requests) just happens to be 

in the same building as the Hawley Police Department - 94 Main Avenue, Hawley, PA.  In my 

open public records appeal, the officer stated in her affidavit that she spoke to the Chief of 

Police about my request. 
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This wouldn’t be hard to do because, as I have indicated, both offices are in the same building – 

94 Main Avenue, Hawley. 

But I also contend that the Magisterial Judge who would eventually try my son’s case knew 

about my open records requests, and so had advanced knowledge of my intended court 

strategy.  How is this possible?  It turns out that her Magisterial Court office is in the exact 

same building as the Borough Council and the Police Department. 

 

These pictures make this quite clear. 

   
 

Do you think it is at all possible that word traveled through all of those connected buildings? 

 

 
 

 

Denied Justice? – The Magisterial Court Judge Refuses to Allow Me to Speak 

 
The “Honorable” Bonnie L. Carney? 

 

When my son and I showed up in Pennsylvania Magisterial Court on December 6, 2018, we had 

high hopes for an easy victory. 



Alt + Left Arrow: Back to a previous place - Alt + Right Arrow: Return to where you just were in document.            Return to TOC 
 

19 
 

I probably would have attended the proceedings no matter what, but the judge sent me 

an Order for Parent/Legal Guardian to Attend Juvenile Summary Proceedings, so I had to be 

there by force of law. 

 

 

Notice that this order indicates the following: 

“You, the parent, legal guardian or other person with whom the juvenile defendant named 
above resides, are required to appear in this Court and be prepared to participate in the 

proceedings in the above named summary case.” 

Do you see the part about being able to "participate in the proceedings?"   

Well, I guess that part didn't have any "force of law," because I was not allowed to “participate 

in the proceedings.”  As soon as my son and I sat down, the ”Honorable” Judge Bonnie L. 

Carney looked directly at me and said that I was not allowed to speak because I was not an 

attorney. 

My son made a valiant effort to present the defense that we had prepared.  He questioned the 

police officer and got her to admit that she had no basis for her claim that the stop sign was 

actually in proper position.  Then he offered evidence that Hawley Borough had not passed an 

ordinance to install that stop sign as required by law. 

http://www.hawleyborough.org/index.php/public-safety-services/19-magistrates-office
http://www.hawleyborough.org/index.php/public-safety-services/19-magistrates-office
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But at this point, the judge stopped him and said that the Borough didn’t need to pass an 

ordinance, because the police officer who issued the citation was exercising her legitimate 

powers under Title 75, Section 6109. 

 

Here is the section she referenced: 

 

QUOTE: “The provisions of this title shall not be deemed to prevent the department on State- 

    designated highways and local authorities on streets or highways within their physical  

    boundaries from the reasonable exercise of their police powers.” 

  

According to the judge, an ordinance was not necessary, because the officer was simply 

enforcing her reasonable police powers. 

My son wanted to protest that she was interpreting the Vehicle Code incorrectly, but I could tell 

that further argument was hopeless at this point.  I was sitting next to him, so I wrote him a 

note that he might as well just rest his case.  I reassured him that we would appeal the 

decision.  

Sure enough, he was pronounced guilty, and sentence was imposed: 

 

 
 

If I had actually been allowed to "participate in the proceedings," I would have tried to get the 

judge to review the three court cases which supported our interpretation of Section 6109 and 

contradicted hers, but it would probably have been a waste of time.  She was the almighty 

judge who knew better than mere peons like us. 

  

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=75&div=0&chpt=61&sctn=9&subsctn=0
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On to the Court of Common Pleas 
So, we walked out of the court room that day with our tails between our legs, shaken to the 

very core of our beings … in awe of the power and might of that superhuman perched upon 

that shiny wooden bench … 

Eh … not so much … 

My son appealed the verdict. 

 

 

This set him back $45.00: 
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The district attorney was “kind” enough to hook him up with a new trial date. 

 

 

 

Victory at Last 
On March 7, 2019 he presented the Pennsylvania Stop Sign Defense Strategy before a new 

judge (de novo, as the legal expression goes) in the Court of Common Pleas.  If you are 

interested in all of the details about this trial, you can find it in one of my other publications 

called The Script: My Detailed Outline for Trial in a Pennsylvania Court. 

By the end of the trial the judge acknowledged that the stop sign in question was, indeed, 

illegal.  The only problem was that she didn’t know what this meant as far as the charge was 

concerned.   

“Can an illegal stop sign be enforced,” she asked the Commonwealth?  Needless to say, the 

prosecutor said yes. 

To her credit, the judge was not convinced. 

She then asked my son his opinion.  My son said that the stop sign he was accused of violating 

did not meet the very definition of an official traffic-control device as specified in Title 75, 

Section 102 and so could not be enforced: 

https://www.pacode.com/secure/data/234/chapter4/s462.html
http://stop-sign-ticket.com/the-script--the-brief.html
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/CT/HTM/75/00.001.002.000..HTM
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/CT/HTM/75/00.001.002.000..HTM
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"Official traffic-control devices."  Signs, signals, markings and devices not inconsistent with this 

title placed or erected by authority of a public body or official having jurisdiction, for the 

purpose of regulating, warning or guiding traffic. 

My son then offered to quote all of the case law that contradicted the Commonwealth’s 

assertion, but the judge felt that doing so would be a waste of the court’s time.  Fortunately, he 

had a copy of this case law printed out.  He asked if he could give her a copy and she accepted 

it. 

The trial “ended” with the judge requiring both sides to submit a brief concerning the ability to 

enforce an illegal stop sign.  I actually wrote that brief, but before I even submitted it, a letter 

came in the mail pronouncing him not guilty. 

Victory at last. 

 

My months of hard work clearly paid off for my son, and it can help you also.  If you are still not 

convinced that what I have to offer is worth the price, I encourage you to check out my other 

free documents first.  They will affirm the legitimacy of what I have discovered.  And when you 

are ready for the full defense, you will know where to get it. 

 

http://stop-sign-ticket.com/the-script--the-brief.html
http://stop-sign-ticket.com/blog-link--free-resources.html
http://stop-sign-ticket.com/blog-link--free-resources.html
http://stop-sign-ticket.com/the-pa-stop-sign-ticket-defense.html

