My Son’s Opening Statement in Court
Your honor, I would like to make a brief opening statement.
I understand that I am being charged with a violation of Title 75, Section
3323, for allegedly failing to obey the instructions of a stop sign, a
traffic-control device, at the intersection of Wellwood Avenue and
Church Street in Hawley.
I also fully understand that according to Title 75, Section 3111, the
Commonwealth is entitled to the presumption that a traffic-control
device such as a stop sign is properly authorized and that it complies
with all of the requirements of Title 75.
Today, I will present testimony and documentary evidence to show that,
at the time of the alleged offense, this particular stop sign was neither
properly authorized nor compliant with Title 75, and so the charge
against me should be dismissed.
I will also present evidence that the police officer who issued the
citation did not even have the authority to enforce traffic, because
Hawley Borough failed to follow the requirements of Title 75, Section
6109.
These claims may sound pretty outrageous, especially coming from a
17-year old high school student, and I certainly don’t expect you to just
take my word for it.
Instead, I will ask you to consider the case law which I will cite later on.
Each of the claims I am making here has a foundation in Pennsylvania
legal precedent.
Thank you, your honor.
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